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SANITARY  REPORT  FOR  1919. 


Belper  Rural  District. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Belper  Rural  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  indicated  the  lines  on  which  the  Report 
has  been  made.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
Bould  (whose  Report  is  embodied),  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  51,589  acres,  and  comprises  30  Parishes. 

Population,  census  1911,  was  23,588. 

Present  estimated  population  (as  per  Ration  Cards  issued),  is  22,650. 

The  principal  industries  are  Agriculture,  Coal  Mining,  Limestone 
Quarrying,  and  Cotton  and  Hosiery  Manufacturing. 

The  influence  of  the  occupations  on  the  health  of  the 
Workers  : 

From  the  mortality  returns,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  various 
occupations  have  any  apparent  detrimental  effect  upon  the  health  of  the 
population,  not  even  in  the  stone-quarrying  districts,  where  Fibroid 
Phthisis  might  be  expected. 

Poor  Law  Relief  paid  in  1919  was  £1636  14s.  9d. 

Gratuitous  Medical  Relief. 

In  addition  to  Poor  Law  Medical  Relief,  and  the  County  Tuber- 
culosis Medical  Relief,  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary  is  used  by  all 
classes. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances. 

0 

Water  Supply. 

Of  the  30  parishes,  the  following  12  have  a public  supply  of  water  : 
Crich,  Denby,  Duffield,  Dethic,  Lea,  and  Holloway,  Horsley,  Holbrook, 
Horsley  Woodhouse,  Kilburn,  Milford,  Pentrich,  Smalley,  and  South 
Wingfield. 

At  Darley  Abbey,  Quarndon,  and  Mapperley,  the  water  is  supplied  by 
large  estate  owners,  and  is  conveyed  in  pipes  to  most  of  the  houses,  or  by 
stand  pipes,  to  which  the  public  have  free  access. 

The  remaining  15  parishes  are  supplied  by  private  wells  or  springs. 

Provision  for  better  supplies  are  needed  at  Allestree,  Turnditeh, 
Mackworth,  Markeaton,  and  Kirk  Langley,  as  the  quality  and  quantity  are 
most  unsatisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  serious  pollution  except  in  those 
parishes  where  proper  sewerage  schemes  are  required,  and  referred  to  below. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  Crich,  Kilburn,  and  Horsley  Woodhouse, 
are  needing  urgent  attention  ; and  new  Sewers  and  Disposal  Works  are 
required  for  parts  of  Denby  and  Smalley  ; and  Outfall  Works  necessary  at 
Quarndon. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  number  of  each  type  in  the  District.  The 
type  varies  according  to  locality.  In  the  purely  agricultural  parishes,  the 
privy,  with  either  fixed  or  movable  receptacle,  is  in  use. 

Where  scavenging  is  in  operation,  and  there  is  no  public  supply  of  water, 
oi  insufficient  sewers,  pail  closets  are  mainly  in  use.  In  those  parishes 
which  have  a proper  supply  of  water  and  sewers,  water  closets  predominate. 

Scavenging. 

This  has  become  a serious  problem.  In  pre-war  days,  there  was  good 
competition  for  the  work,  which  was  chiefly  done  by  farmers  under  contract 
in  the  most  popular  areas,  and  although  the  work  was,  in  many  cases  im- 
perfectly carried  out,  still,  the  refuse,  etc.,  was  removed  and  properly  disposed 
of.  There  is  now  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  anyone  to  contract. 

In  two  parishes  where  scavenging  has  been  in  operation  for  17  and  13 
years  respectively,  no  one  will  take  on  the  work,  although  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  obtain  tenders.  This  is  a very  serious  matter,  and  the  question 
of  your  Council  providing  men  and  horses  should  have  your  immediate 
consideration. 
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Ash  bins  or  boxes  are  in  use  where  Scavenging  is  in  operation,  except 
those  parishes  where  colliers’  allowance  coal  is  used.  The  miners  have 
10  tons  of  coal  per  annum,  and  this  being  of  an  inferior  quality,  it  will  be 
readily  understood  what  size  boxes  or  bins  would  be  required  to  hold  7 or 
10  days’  refuse.  If  the  Scavenging  was  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen, 
and  at  stated  periods,  then  the  bins  should  be  insisted  upon. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District  has  not,  during  the  past  two 
years,  been  maintained  at  the  usual  high  standard,  as  the  Inspector  has  been 
giving  part  time  to  Food  Control,  but  as  this  is  now  drawing  to  a close  he 
will  again  devote  full  time  to  Sanitary  matters. 

The  number  of  Inspections  re  Nuisances  was  436. 

„ * ,,  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  <fcc.,  328. 

, ,,  ,,  Slaughter  Houses,  68. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Bakehouses,  13. 

Notices  served — Informal,  93,  Legal,  24,  Defects  remedied,  119. 


Schools. 

— o — 

In  order  to  prevent  over  lapping,  or  friction  with  the  County  Education 
Authority,  no  inspections  are  made  except  under  special  circumstances. 

There  were  several  outbreaks  of  Measles,  and  the  following  Schools  were 
, closed  during  the  epidemics  : Muggington,  Mackworth,  Smalley,  Horsley 
Woodhouse,  Whatstandwell,  Idridgehay,  Shottle,  Alderwasley,  Kirk 
Langley,  and  Crich. 

If  a case  of  infectious  disease  is  notified  at  a house  where  children  are 
attending  School,  the  children  are  excluded  from  School,  under  Education 
Authorities  Regulations,  for  varying  periods,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease. 


Food. 

0 

Milk  Supply. 

This  district  being  a milk  producing  area,  there  has  been  an  abundant 
supply  of  good,  wholesome  milk  at  the  Maximum  Control  Prices,  very  few 
persons  selling  at  a lower  figure. 

The  Milk  Mothers  and  Children  Order  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council  through  the  Health  Visitors. 

There  are  322  Registered  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen,  and  approximately 
7,050  cows  in  milk. 
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Other*  Foods. 

Shops  ami  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  or  exposed  for  sale,  have 
been  frequently  visited,  and  the  food  inspected.  In  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  deal  with  anything  diseased  or  unsoun  1. 

Owing  to  the  Control  of  Meat,  group  slaughtering  lias  been  carried  out 
where  possible,  but  on  return  to  normal  supplies  this  will  be  discontinued, 
as  there  are  many  disadvantages  to  such  a system  in  so  scattered  a district. 
In  towns  it  is  altogether  dilferent. 

One  part  of  Food  Control,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  retained.  1 refer  to 
the  ‘‘Casualty  Clearing  Centres.”  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  diseases 
and  accidents  "f  all  sorts  happen  to  farm  stock,  and  when  anything  of  the 
kind  occurs,  there  is  no  alternative  in  extreme  cases,  except  for  tire  farmer 
to  call  in  the  slink  butcher  and  make  the  best  of  it. 

The  slink  butcher  tells  the  tale  about  taking  risks  of  being  caught  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  thereby  gets  the  animal  at  practically  his  own 
price,  after  which  the  carcase  is  trimmed  to  remove  all  trace  of  the  disease 
or  damage  (and  men  engaged  in  this  are  often  past  masters  at  the  job),  and 
then  the  meat  is  sold  for  food,  either  on  his  own  premises,  or  multiple  stalls 
at  markets,  or  passed  on  to  another  of  the  gang,  sometimes  working  miles 
apart.  Often  the  stuff  is  conveyed  into  towns  under  all  sorts  of  disguises: 
in  milk  churns  ; in  a cart  with  a truss  or  two  of  hay  on  the  top  ; or  even  in 
a furniture  removing  van.  AVhen  these  men  are  caught  and  the  meat 
condemmed,  and  proceedings  are  taken,  'the  penalty,  too  frequently,  is  so 
light  that  it  does  not  check  it  in  the  least. 

To  prevent  this  traffic  in  the  future,  I would  suggest  that  proper  centres 
be  arranged  for  the  reception  of  all  casualties,  and  make  it  an  offence  to 
dispose  of  casualties  in  any  other  way.  At  these  centres,  the  meat  to  be 
examined  by  a competent  Inspector,  and  if  any  part  can  safely  be  used,  by 
all  means  use  it,  and  the  owner  paid  a fair  price,  and  so  encourage  him  to 
make  use  of  the  centre.  The  public  should  be  protected,  and  this  is 
impossible  with  the  old  system  in  large  and  scattered  districts. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 


During  the  year, 

cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  as 

follows  : 

Diphtheria 

...  25 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

...  36 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

...  — 

Measles 

...  286 

Erysipelas 

...  10 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  42 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

...  2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

...  36 

Malaria  ...  ...  2 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  : 

,,  other 

...  14 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  33 

Diphtheria 

...  10 

Pneumonia,  Malania,  Dysentry,  and  Trench  Fever. 

Owing  to  the  severe  epidemic  of  Influenza  in  the  early  part  of  1919, 
Pneumonia  became  very  prevalent,  only  the  worst  cases  having  been 
notified,  as  several  have  been  known  to  occur  in  one  house  at  a time. 

Malaria  Cases. 

Malaria  Cases  were  those  of  men  who,  apparently,  had  just  returned 
from  active  service. 


Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  to  all  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  district,  who  have  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  use  it 
freely. 

Specimens  are  taken,  and  bacteriological  examinations  aie  made  by  the 
County  Council  in  all  obscure  cases. 

T uberculosis. 

Medical  Men  have  been  strongly  urged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
for  the  early  diagnosis  of  this  affection. 

Receptacles  for  Sputum  are  supplied  for  the  purpose  of  examination, 
and  if  found  positive,  arrangements  are  made,  either  for  the  careful  treat- 
ment at  home,  under  proper  Sanitary  Conditions,  or  for  the  Sanatorium 
treament  of  same. 


Disinfection. 

0 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Sulphur  or 
Formalin  being  used.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  where  a case  of  Infectious 
Disease  has  been  nursed  at  home,  there  has  not  been  a second  case  in  the 
house. 
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Ccis6s  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified., 

1919. 


PARISH. 


Alderwasley . . . 
Ashleyhay  ... 

Crich 

Darley  Abbey 
Denby 

Dethie,  Lea,  & Hollow’y 

Duffield 

Hazelwood  ... 

Holbrook 

Horsley  Woodhouse  ... 
Idridgehay  and  Alton  ... 
Kedleston 
Kilburn 
Kirk  Langley 
Mack  worth  ... 
Mapperley  ... 
Markeaton  ... 

Milford 
Morley 
Pent  rich 
Quarndon 

Shot.tle  and  Postern  .. 
Smalley 

South  Wingfield 

Turnditeh 

Windley 


Totals 


Diphtheria. 
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2 

2 
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1 

1G 

1 

1 

3 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

o 

The  Staff  comprises  : 

Clerk  to  the  Council — part  time  Officer. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — part  time  Officer  ; 

Highway  and  Sanitary  Surveyor  (combined  office) ; 

One  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  designated  Housing  Officer, 
and  Scavenging  Superintendent. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Hospital  for  Isolation  of  Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Enteric  and  Spotted  Fever,  is  a joint  arrangement  under  the  direction  of  a 
Committee  appointed  by  the  respective  District  Councils  as  follows  : 


DlS'l  RIOT. 

No.  op  Representatives. 

Helper  Rural 

4 

Helper  Urban 

2 

Alfreton  ,, 

8 

Heage  „ 

1 

Ripley 

2 

Wirksworth  Urban 

1 

The  Bel  per  Rural  Council  has  recommended  the  Isolation  Hospital 
Committee  to  make  additional  provision  for  isolation  of  Malaria,  Dysentry, 
and  Trench  Fever. 


Local  Acts,  Bye-laws,  &c. 


Bye-laws  are  in  force  (1905)  for  the  regulation  of  New  Streets  and 
Buildings,  common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter-houses,  and  Nuisances  from 
snow,  filth,  ashes  and  rubbish. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  Regulations  were  made  in  1888, 
and  should  be  revised  and  made  more  stringent. 

The  P.H.A.A.,  1890,  is  in  force,  but  the  Act  of  1907  has  not  been 
adopted. 

Clinical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Clinical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  at  the  County 
Council  Laboratories,  and  specimens  have  been  sent  by  Medical  Practitioners 
whenever  assistance  was  desired. 
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Housing. 

o 

There  arc  5,337  houses  in  the  District,  and  approximately,  4,396  are  of 
the  working-class  type.  l'lie  rents  of  the  latter  are  from  2/6  to  5/-  per 
week,  including  rates. 

No  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

The  population  (as  per  Ration  Cards  issued)  is  about  22,650,  and  I do 
not  anticipate  any  increase  above  the  normal  average. 


Shortage. 

It  is  estimated  that  from  all  causes,  160  houses  are  required,  and 
schemes  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  that  number. 


Overcrowding. 

According  to  the  Census,  1911,  there  were  118  tenements  with  more 
than  2 occupants  per  room,  but  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  in  all  the 
cases  there  was  overcrowding  such  as  to  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health, 
for  often  there  is  more  than  sufficient  air  space  in  the  rooms  for  2 persons. 

There  are,  however,  a few  known  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  in  most  of 
these  they  are  members  of  the  same  family.  Where  more  than  one  family 
occupies  the  same  house  and  overcrowding  occurs,  the  lodger  or  lodgers  are 
requested  to  find  more  suitable  accommodation,  and  the  requests  have  been 
complied  with,  except  in  one  case,  which  was  dealt  with  under  the  P.H.A. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

There  are  very  few  houses  in  the  district  which  cannot  be  made  fit  for 
human  habitation,  as  the  worst  had  been  dealt  with  before  the  war  ; and 


the  record  from  1910  to  1916  is  given  below  : 

Representations  made  by  Inspector  ...  69 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  66 

Notices  served  on  occupying  tenants  ...  5 

Prosecutions  of  „ „ ...  3 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  83 

New  houses  erected  in  lieu  of  demolished...  10 
Houses  repaired  and  re-occupied  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  made  ...  2,757 
Preliminary  notices  served  601 
Defects  remedied  ...  636 
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Since  1916  the  work  lias  been  suspended,  and  until  material  and  labour 
are  more  plentiful,  and  to  be  obtained  at  a reasonable  .rate,  there  is  little 
prospect  of  getting  anything  substantial  done  in  the  way  of  improvements 
to  existing  houses  requiring  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  rents  generally  of  working-class  dwellings  are  low,  and  one  is 
frequently  told  that  a whole  year’s  rent  or  more  has  been  paid  away  in 
minor  repairs.  Until  there  is  some  sort  of  re-adjustment  in  the  rents  to 
allow  the  owners  to  obtain  a reasonable  return  from  their  property,  I am 
afraid  little  progress  can  be  made.  The  people  should  have  decent  and 
proper  houses  to  live  in,  but  at  the  same  time  they  should,  in  turn,  be 
willing  to  pay  what  is  fair  and  just  for  the  enjoyment  of  such  comforts. 


At  the  end  of  this  Report  I have  appended  tables  of  Births  and  Deaths 
in  the  various  parishes  ; also  table  of  the  causes  of  Deaths. 

Again  I beg  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  consideration  and  support  in 
my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I would  also  like  to  thank  your 
Officers  for  their  kind  assistance,  and  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRISON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Births,  1919. 


Parish. 


Alderwasley 
Allestree 
Ahsleyhay  ... 

Crich 

Darley  Abbey 
Den  by 

Dethic,  Lea,  and  Holloway 

Duffield 

Hazelwood  ... 

Holbrook 

Horsley 

Horsley  Woodhouse 
Idridgehay  ... 

Kedleston 
Kilburne 
Kirk  Langley 
Mackwortli  ... 

Mapperley  ... 

Markeaton  ... 

Milford 

Morley 

Pentrich 

Quarndon 

Kavensdale  Park 

Shottle  and  Postern 

Smalley 

South  Wingfield 

Weston  Underwood  and  Mugginton  ... 
Windley  ... 


Totals  ... 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

2 

2 

4 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

27 

21 

48 

6 

8 

14 

19 

24 

43 

8 

7 

15 

11 

7 

18 

3 

1 

4 

8 

13 

21 

8 

1 

4 

14 

25 

39 

2 

2 

5 

5 

7 

14 

21 

5 

6 

11 

2 

1 

3 

5 

8 

13 

1 

1 

10 

16 

26 

8 

3 

6 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

, . . 

1 

2 

2 

14 

19 

33 

15 

22 

37 

. . . 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

172 

212 

384 

Illegitimate  Births,  16. 

Birth  Rate,  1ST  9 per  thousand. 

d7  Births  belonging  to  the  District  occurred  out  of  the  District,  b ringing 
the  total  to  451  88 


Robert  Morrison, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Deaths,  1919. 


Parish. 

Male. 

Female. 

Totals. 

Under 

1 year. 

Alderwasley 

1 

1 

2 

Allestree  ... 

2 

4 

6 

1 

Ashleyhay 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

Crich 

15 

15 

30 

3 

Darley  Abbey 

2 

5 

7 

1 

Denby 

10 

8 

18 

2 

Detliic,  Lea,  and  Holloway 

3 

6 

9 

1 

Duffield  ... 

11 

12 

23 

4 

Hazelwood 

6 

4 

10 

Holbrook  ... 

10 

9 

19 

2 

Horsley  ... 

4 

. . . 

4 

• . • 

Horsley  Woodhouse  ... 

3 

7 

10 

2 

Idridgehay 

2 

3 

5 

• . • 

Kilburne  ... 

7 

5 

12 

3 

Kirk  Langley 

2 

4 

6 

2 

Mack  worth 

2 

2 

4 

• • • 

Mapperley 

4 

3 

7 

1 

Markeaton 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

Milford 

8 

6 

14 

1 

Morley 

2 

3 

5 

• • . 

Pentrich  ... 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

Quarndon... 

4 

3 

7 

1 

Ravensdale  Park 

1 

• . • 

1 

• • • 

Shottle 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

Smalley  ... 

9 

5 

14 

1 

South  Wingfield 

5 

13 

18 

2 

Turnditch... 

4 

3 

7 

1 

Weston  Underwood  and  Mugginton 

1 

2 

3 

• • • 

Windley  ... 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

Totals  ... 

123 

129 

252 

28 

Death  Rate  for  1919,  11-16  per  thousand.  4 of  these  Deaths  were 
Non-Residents. 

38  Deaths  of  Residents  occurred  out  of  the  District,  bringing  the  total 
for  the  District  to  248. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000  Births,  665. 

Robert  Morrison, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Deaths  Registered  during  1919. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

10 

10 

20 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

G 

14 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

2 

5 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

8 

14 

22 

Meningitis 

1 

... 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

4 

11 

15 

Bronchitis 

11 

12 

23 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

8 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis 

2 

... 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Parturition  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

... 

4 

4 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

9 

3 

12 

Violence  apart  from  Suicide 

4 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

35 

45 

80 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

... 

2 

2 

Totals 

121 

127 

248 

Robert  Morrison, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


